
Collaborating to Create Healthier 
Communities



1. Looking at data from today’s presentations and 
considering your professional experiences, what are 
the greatest needs in this region? 

2. What is working here or elsewhere? Other Bright 
Spots? 

3. What are 1 or 2 ideas for improving health outcomes 
in this region? 

4. What/who is needed to make these ideas happen? 

Collaborative Discussion Questions



Louisiana Blue Resources



Community Relations: Corporate Giving

Corporate

Sponsorships
Dollars to support nonprofit

events, special programs and

events for health and wellness.

Employee

Volunteering
Connecting employees to

hands-on, skill-based and

board-level volunteering.

Employee 

Giving
Amplifying the impact of

employee charitable giving

through fundraising and

matching.



Corporate Sponsorships

• Purpose - Blue Cross invests dollars to 
support nonprofit events, fundraisers, 
and health/wellness programs. We are 
proud to sponsor Louisiana 
organizations that improve quality of 
life in our state while improving 
awareness of the Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield brand.

• Amount - Up to $10,000

• When to Apply - Six months in 
advance



Taproot Plus for 
Louisiana

Get free volunteer consultant 
support from professions working 
in marketing, human resources, 
technology, strategy, finance, and 
more.



Matching Gifts

• Purpose - Matching full-time 
employee, retiree and board 
member gifts to eligible 501(c)(3) 
Louisiana nonprofits.

• Amount - Between $100 and 
$5,000

• How to Apply - Employee donor 
makes request after making a gift.



Team Blue

• Purpose - Employees get 16 paid 
hours per year to volunteer during 
normal business hours. Team Blue 
events are for organizations in need 
of groups of employees to serve as 
extra hands.

• When to Apply - Six weeks in 
advance



Dollars for Doers

• Purpose - Blue Cross will donate a 
minimum of $15 per volunteer 
hour in a calendar year by any full-
time employee, retiree and board 
member (as long as company 
funds allow) to a Louisiana 
nonprofit. 

• When to Apply - Employees will 
report hours in SmartSimple. 
Checks will be issued the 
beginning of the following year.



SmartSimple

Request Funding and Team 

Blue help on

- Go to: 

bcbsla.smartsimple.com

- Click EVENTS

- Click the TEAM BLUE

VOLUNTEER LOGO



Foundation: Grants for Health

Grantmaking

Grants ranging from $25,000
to $1 million to improve the

health and wellbeing of
Louisianians.

The Angel Award

Honoring everyday
Louisianians doing

extraordinary good for
Louisiana's kids.

 

Convening Leaders

Creating spaces and
opportunities for leaders to
exchange ideas and build

partnerships.



Focus Areas

Healthcare Workforce

Maternal & Child Health
• Childhood Immunizations

Chronic Disease
• Food insecurity

Behavioral Health

Healthy Communities



Measurable 
Health Outcomes



Innovation Grants

• Purpose - Innovation grants are 
made to innovative, new projects 
to improve the health and 
wellbeing of Louisianians

• Amount - Up to $25,000

• Length - One year



Impact Grants

• Purpose - Impact grants are 
intended to help non-profit 
partners expand their impact to 
further improve the health and 
wellbeing of Louisianians or to 
address the immediate 
community needs after a disaster 
or crisis.

• Amount - Up to $100,000

• Length - One year



Community Health Improvement Grants

• Purpose - Community Health 
Improvement grants are made to 
community coalitions working 
together to address major public 
health concerns

• Amount -  $250,000 to $1 million 
Length - Up to three years
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Other Good Ideas to Spread

bcbslafoundation.org

• Health & Education Alliance of 
Louisiana

• LSU School of Social Work 

• HealthCare Career Central
• BRYC: Health Fellows

• Groceries to Geaux: Second Harvest’s 
Home Delivery Program for Seniors

https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma


What We Do Not Support: 

• Organizations NOT in good standing with the IRS and 
Louisiana Secretary of State. In almost all cases these 
need to be 501c3s.

• Medicine or Medical Device Clinical Trials, Individuals or 
fundraisers, or For-profit operations – see c3 mention above

• General operating/programmatic requests: our grants 
are designed to be short term in nature. 
• If you are looking for general operating support, pursuing 

volunteers and sponsorships is our best recommendation.



The Angel Award

Do you know someone doing 
extraordinary good work for 
Louisiana’s children? 

Nominate them for The Angel 
Award and a $30,000 grant to the 
nonprofit of their choice.



The Angel Award: due 3/6

Nominate online:
www.BCBSLAFoundation.org/nominate



Health Fellows 
•BCBSLAFoundation@lablue.com

•Monthly Learning Series
•Statewide

mailto:BCBSLAFoundation@lablue.com


Capacity Building Supports









• Corporate Sponsorship Requests: 

March 1

• Grant LOI Deadline: March 

• Angel Nominations: March 6

• Let’s chat about your ideas!
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Event Survey:
Wrapping Up: THANK YOU!

Key takeaways from 
the day?

Please help us out 
by completing the 
survey→ 
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